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OK Alpha Brothers, What Are You Waiting For?
$1,179,116 Raised toward Capital Campaign, More Needed to Make Our Project a Reality

In 2014 we launched an initiation class 
challenge, which drew to a close on December 

31. After months of competition, we are excited 
to announce that the winning classes are:

•	1953 with the highest percent of 
participation (45%) and 

•	1974 with the most total dollars raised 
($152,500).

Congratulations, brothers, on your win and 
rights to name a room of your choice in the new 
chapter house.

Our fundraising has now reached close to 
$1,179,116 from 113 contributors, representing 
just 8.5% or our alumni base. Compared to 
the 25% average participation of other Greek 
organizations, we know Oklahoma Alpha can do 
better because of our common bond.

Realizing that each of us has personal situations 
that may limit how much we can contribute 
toward this important housing project, is there any 
reason why we shouldn’t be able to reach 25% 

participation in our capital campaign? That would 
mean another 17% of the alumni base or another 
89 contributors. Most will acknowledge that their 
SigEp experience was and is a positive one, and 
that experience has been helpful in their careers. 
So, what are you waiting for?

Your gifts are still needed to assist with building 
a new home for OK Alpha Chapter. So, we ask 
that you please send in your five-year pledge 
now using the envelope that is included with this 
newsletter. All gifts of $2,500 ($500 per year for 
five years) or more will be acknowledged on a 
donor plaque in the chapter house.

If you have already contributed to the campaign, 
we ask that you consider increasing your pledge, 
or to the next, higher level of giving. Your 
additional contributions are always welcome.

We are sure that many of you have considered 
contributing to the campaign, but have yet to do 
so. If you have been contemplating a gift to OK 
Alpha, please return it today using the enclosed 
envelope. What are you waiting for?

The original OK Alpha house was built in 
1978, 37 years ago, and was home to hundreds 
of SigEp brothers. There is no reason why 
the newly rebuilt house won’t last for another 
37 years. Your contribution is a long-term 
investment that will contribute to the education 
of hundreds of new SigEps.

Fraternally,
Gary Bridwell ’74
Campaign Co-Chairman
gbridwell@ditchwitchok.com

Jim Blazer ’67
Campaign Co-Chairman
jimb@ejppg.com

Jeff Linihan ’85
Campaign Co-Chairman
walinihan@yahoo.com

Donate today at 
www.okstatesigep.com

Why I Gave
SigEp provided me what I needed as a 17-year-
old freshman at OSU, including a warm home 
environment, an instant family of brothers, discipline 
to learn, resources/knowledge from upperclassmen 
who had traveled the road, civic duty work days, 
sports, social events, and camaraderie. The capital 
campaign provided me an opportunity to give back 
to Oklahoma Alpha what was life changing for me. 
I want my contribution to help provide for future 
SigEps what I experienced at OSU, in a facility that 
is built for success and better than any other on 
campus. All SigEp alumni should be a part of the 
capital campaign no matter what the amount. We 
are all brothers and each of us received a positive 
benefit of some kind to improve our lives, whether 
great or small. SigEps should have a desire to pay 
back something to enable others to have the same 
opportunity.”

-Terry Stewart ’71

“

“
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The 1920 Founders 
Society
($100,000 and above)
Mike Dillard ’74
Thomas A. Morley Jr. ’87
Oklahoma Alpha 
	 Undergraduate Chapter

The Golden Heart 
Society
($50,000 to $99,999)
Gary Bridwell ’74
Si E. Fentress II ’72
Jeff C. Linihan ’85
Kim Rolston
  In honor and memory of
  Joe S. Rolston IV ’86

The Star and Sword 
Society
($25,000 to $49,999)
Michael D. Bolick ’70
Michael G. Daniel ’85

Charles J. Devlin ’70
  In memory of
  Ray Murphy ’68
David R. Dickey ’57
Jack W. Dickey Sr. ’60
Steven M. Dickey ’69
Edward J. Holland ’59
Jim McKellar ’67
J. Michael Reddout ’85
Neal T. Seidle ’62
Terry L. Stewart ’71
Thomas W. Tatum ’61
Clint M. Ward ’83
Tom Winslow ’58
H. Smith Wycoff ’61

The Brotherly Love 
Society
($15,000 to $24,999)
Patrick J. Brierley ’88
Mark L. Dickerson ’75
Brent L. Foster ’97

The Cowboy Society
($10,000 to $14,999)
James N. Blazer Jr. ’67
Donald E. Bugh ’53
Ronald E. Carlson ’54
Brian “Shane” Crawford ’99
Todd Donovan ’86
  In memory of
  Brad Jackson ’88
Fred W. Ettner ’81
Bill G. Fruedenrich ’83
Roger “R.J.” Lipert ’98
Bruce Shirck ’72
M. Dick Teis Jr. ’68

The Oklahoma Alpha 
Society
($5,000 to $9,999)
Jon H. Bayouth ’70
Tim H. Cleverdon ’73
Karig P. Culver ’80
Herbert G. Davis ’53
Stephen R. Diehl ’84
Terry and Don Dupree ’70
Jon M. Eckel ’80
John P. Fiebig ’87
Norman W. Foster ’61
Jack T. Gregory ’82
Lyn and James A. Livingston ’70
Timothy K. Reddout ’87
Brent M. Suchy ’98
David L. Warden ’71

Jason B. Weintraub ’98
John H. Wynne ’71

The Balanced Man 
Society
($2,500 to $4,999)
Billy Barnett ’88
Keith L. Casner ’53
Mark H. Connell ’90
Alexander Croci ’81
John R. Deming ’63
Trey Deupree ’85
Jerry A. Dow ’86
Mike L. Dreyer ’81
Mark S. Erickson ’81
Steven D. Giles ’87
Robert E. Harrison ’52
  In memory of
  Benjamin F. Harrison Sr. 1914,
  J. Robert Harrison ’42, 
  Charles F. Harrison’49, and
  Benjamin F. Harrison Jr. ’50
Brad D. Leverett ’82
Trey Lewis ’08
W. Randall Lindsey ’55
  In honor of
  the Class of 1955
Lance M. Miller ’95
Charlie O. Riddle ’74
Robert A. Wright ’58

The Red Door Society
($1,000 to $2,499)
Jim L. Anderson ’54
Tim Armstrong ’64
William L. Brooks
Charles C. Caldwell ’90
  In memory of
  Greg Miano ’90
Guy P. Clark ’62
William H. Cormany Jr. ’82
James R. Davis Jr. ’73
Brian M. Diffin ’81
Wade W. Edmundson ’73
Robert A. Eskridge ’79
  In honor of
  to Pledge Class of 1975
Brad A. Jobe ’88
  In memory of
  Grego Miano ’90
Wight W. Jones ’53
Todd D. Krieger
J. William Love Jr. ’49
  In memory of
  Dr. Jack Fuquay ’48

Jerry D. Mallonee ’63
R. Brian Mitchell
Paul Seeley ’51
Jack I. Seidle ’59
Larry A. Simpson ’66
W. Gene Speece ’50
Thomas L. Stafford ’59
  In memory of
  Roy L. Stafford
Ryan B. Tate ’98
Jerry R. Tyson ’58
Forrest “Bud” Ward ’63
Brent Williamson ’98

Campaign Donor
(Up to $999)
Joe T. Bailey ’64
Randy L. Barton ’80
Jerry E. Burson ’55
Michael S. Chesley ’91
Buck L. Davis ’81
William E. Dieker, M.D. ’64
James R. Elder ’64
Bob L. Greenhaw ’58
George G. Hunt ’54
Donald Ledbetter ’57
Glenn A. Leonhart ’53
Jimmy J. McGraw ’58
Alan J. Morton ’83
Philip H. Myles ’65
Christopher C. Olson ’88
Gary H. Price ’68
Philip E. Viseur ’54
Dr. Joe F. Welch ’56
Joseph R. Williams ’51
William D. Williams ’56

Campaign 
Status 

At-a-Glance
As of May 18, 2015

$2 Million Goal

Total Committed

$1,179,116

Number of 
Contributors

113

Help Us Reach $2 Million, 
Join Your Brothers on the Donor List Today

We are deeply grateful to the brothers who have committed 
$1,179,116 to Pride in Our Past, Ensuring Our Future: The 

Campaign for Oklahoma Alpha. These individuals recognize the 
importance of ensuring the future of the Oklahoma Alpha Chapter and 
have demonstrated a sense of gratitude for their personal experience 
by making an investment in the future of Sigma Phi Epsilon at 

Oklahoma State University. Commitments are still needed from the 
rest of our alumni to achieve our goal. If an error has been made 
in recording your gift, or your name has been mistakenly omitted 
or listed improperly, we sincerely apologize. Please advise our 
campaign coordinator by calling (785) 843-1661 so that we may make 
a correction.

Why I Gave
“

“

“I pledged to contribute to the Oklahoma 
Alpha capital campaign primarily as 
a tribute to my good friend and SigEp 
brother, Ray Murphy ’68. Ray was a 
two-time all-American wrestler during the 
late ’60s, when I also attended OSU. 
He was seriously injured while training 
for an all-star match in 1970, and died 
in 2010 after living for 40 years as a 
quadriplegic. Ray was a balanced man 
long before the implementation of SigEps 
BMP and in an era when many of his 
fraternity brothers (including myself) 
might have been considered unbalanced. 
He was one of my life’s heroes, overcoming 
incredible obstacles but never losing his 
sense of humor or zest for life. And, he 
was a Cowboy to the end. I encourage all 
Oklahoma Alpha alumni to contribute to 
the capital campaign in order to sustain 
the legacy of OSU’s SigEp fraternity and to 
honor our distinguished alumni like Ray.”

-Charles J. Devlin ’70
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Leon “T-Bone” J. McDonald Jr. ’48 entered Chapter Eternal 
on November 16, 2014, at Norman Veterans Center in 

Norman, Oklahoma. T‑Bone was a graduate of Muskogee Central 
High School and was a center on the Muskogee Roughers—the 
1940 state football champions. He served OK Alpha as historian 
while an undergraduate, district governor, and president of the 
chapter alumni board after graduation. T‑Bone was preceded in 
death by his wife, Fern Petree McDonald, on October 17, 1989. 
Fern and T‑Bone were both OSU graduates and avid OSU fans. 
They never missed an OSU athletic event at Stillwater or on the 
road. T‑Bone was an ardent reader, world traveler, world‑class 
bridge player, and genealogist. He is survived by his five children: 
Glen (Eloise), Carrie, Michael (Monnett), David (Lucretia), and 
Zoe; grandchildren: Carrissa, Elisa, Patrick, Nathan Jr., Ian, 
Qynton, Ryan, Brian, Reama; and many other great‑grandchildren, 
nieces, and nephews. 

T-Bone was a vital part of Oklahoma Alpha. His influence spanned 
decades, and he was the true embodiment of a SigEp. While he is no 
longer with us, our memories will keep him alive at SigEp forever. 
Here are some of the ways our brothers will remember him.

“What I will always remember first about T-Bone is his positive 
attitude toward life. For example, I’d ask him how he was doing 
and he’d say, ‘Well, stud, I’ve got nothin’ to fuss about and 
everything to be grateful for.’ Or (depending on to whom he was 
speaking) he would tell you, “You’re the best contractor there’s 
ever been.’ I never heard him complain about anything right down 
to end of his life.”

Oklahoma Alpha Remembers 
Leon “T-Bone” McDonald ’48

Gary Bridwell ’74, T-Bone ’48, Bryce Crawford ’13, 
and Lance Miller ’95 at the 5th Annual T-Bone Classic. 

“I was always amazed at his knowledge of Oklahoma towns. We had 
just signed Justin Jewell ’97 from Bryon, Oklahoma, and just knew 
I’d stump him. When I asked if he knew where Byron was he said, 
‘Well, hell yes stud, that’s God’s Country. It’s two miles south of 
Amorita and seven miles east of Burlington.’ I gave up after that one 
since Bryon doesn’t even have a school or gas station!

“There will never be another T-Bone McDonald! He truly cared 
about every SigEp and would have loved to see the new house built.” 

-Lance Miller ’95

“T-Bone was the ultimate big fish. He would tell the most 
unbelievable tales you’ve ever heard and he always had a story for 
whatever subject you might want to discuss. While his stories were 
often far-fetched, just when you started to question them, he’d show 
up on the cover of USA Today or be recognized for attending the 
most consecutive OSU Homecomings. 
 
“He used his stories to teach a bunch of 18-22 year olds about 
loving and respecting your country and your alma mater, and he 
stressed the importance of excellence in the classroom. One of his 
most noted sayings was, ‘You’re making a hundred and an A+.’
 
“Looking back on our time with T-Bone, I think about how blessed 
we SigEps were that he took such an active interest in our lives. 
He loved us and we loved him. He will be missed but you can ‘bet 
your boots’ that his legend and the lessons that he taught will live 
on with all of us.” 

-Jason Ramsey ’98

“If you were a SigEp in the 1990s then you knew T-Bone 
McDonald! During that era he made himself a ‘committee of one’ 
and gave back tirelessly to the house. I’m forever grateful that I 
knew this great man (not braggin’, thankful). He brought so much 
laughter, enjoyment, and wisdom wherever he went. I’d bet almost 
every SigEp from that era uses a ‘T-Bone-ism’ on a regular basis. 

“On September 23, 2006, Oklahoma Alpha held the inauguarl 
T-Bone McDonald Golf Classic to honor a living legend. The 
legend has now gone onto God’s Country. He left this world, and 
us, better for having known him. The T-Bone Classic will be extra 
special this year as we remember the man we all loved.” 

-Brian J. Schwidder ’96

Top 10 T-Bone Quotes: 
1.	 “Not braggin’, just thankful.”

2.	 “Make yourself a committee of one.”

3.	 “You’re making a 100 and an A+.”

4.	 “Plan your work, work your plan.”

5.	 “You’ve got to wake up early in the 
morning to get ahead of T-Bone 
McDonald!”

6.	 “Stud duck!”

7.	 “I knew more by accident than the 
Ph.D.s did on purpose.”

8.	 “Partner, I live in what is called the 
real world; apparently you haven’t 
experienced that yet!”

9.	 “Most powerful two words in the English 
language—I suggest and I pass.”

10.	“My daddy always said ‘second is 
losing!’”

Make your gift 
to the campaign in 

memory of the great 
T-Bone McDonald ’48.

P
R

ID
E

 IN
 O

U
R

 P
A

ST
, E

N
SU

R
IN

G
 O

U
R

 FU
T

U
R

E
: T

H
E

 C
A

M
P

A
IG

N
 FO

R
 O

K
LA

H
O

M
A

 A
LP

H
A



4  OKLAHOMA ALPHA 

Alpha Artery

OK Alpha Strives for Success
Iam honored to lead Oklahoma Alpha. Transformations in the 

chapter have us on a new path with a new goal of building a better 
brotherhood and returning to what our founders originally intended 
SigEp to be. The new executive board and I are excited to implement 
The Balanced Man Program to its full extent by August 2015. The 
program’s focus is on sound mind and sound body to develop truly 
balanced men. It will also help foster the brotherhood we desire. 

This fall we competed well in Homecoming with an amazing deck. 
The chapter put in over 12 hours a week on top of classes, and 
that’s not including our dedicated directors who put in many more. 
We were happy to receive best song selection in Freshman Follies. 

Our freshmen put their time in and began their SigEp journey on a 
winning note. 

Besides accomplishing much on campus, I am proud of the off-campus 
accomplishments of my brothers. We participated in philanthropy 
events on and off campus and supported our community with events 
such as FTK, Into the Streets, and Cokes for Kasey. 

It’s great to look back at our accomplishments, but that will not keep 
Oklahoma Alpha at the top. Now we must bring our attention to this 
semester and build upon what we accomplished in the fall. The theme 
for the semester was following through. We had a lot of fun events 
this spring with Spring Sing, Greek Discovery Day, a chapter-wide 
retreat, and our best Mom’s Day yet. We were the host chapter for 
CLA where we won a membership development award and sent 26 
men through the Epsilon right of passage. Please join us as we strive 
for greatness.

Thank you for your commitment to our brotherhood.

Fraternally,
Brian Q. Rosebrook ’17
Chapter President 
brian.q.rosebrook@okstate.edu

New members visit the modern art museum in Stillwater.

The chapter worked long hours on their 
2014 Homecoming deck with Kappa Delta.
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Chapter 
Counselor’s 

Report

I’m happy to report the chapter did very 
well in the fall semester, especially the 

executive team. They came together and 
scheduled several seminars, made it through 
Homecoming, and finished the semester with 
a 3.125 GPA. I am proud of them and all of 
their efforts.

In the spring semester the new leadership 
set some lofty goals around recruitment, the 
Balanced Man Program, brotherhood events, 
and alumni relations. The new president, 
Brian Rosebrook ’17, has appointed an 
alumni relations chairman and made it their 
goal to create an alumni database for the 
chapter’s use and host an alumni event in the 
spring and fall 2015 semesters. They very 
much want to reconnect with the alumni 
and show the strides they have made at 
Oklahoma State. If you hear from them, 
please respond with your information and we 
hope to see you at an upcoming event!

In addition to the transition of the executive 
board, we have some transition with the 
chapter counselor position as well. I had 
a baby in May, so it is time to turn over 
the reins. Trey Lewis ’08, past chapter 
president, moved back to the OKC area a 
couple of years ago and has been serving 
on the chapter advisory board. He has 
graciously agreed to step in to the chapter 
counselor role and I have no doubt he will 
do a phenomenal job. I have always said 
the role of the chapter advisor should be an 
alumnus whenever possible, so the timing 
worked out perfectly. It is my pleasure and 
honor to serve Oklahoma Alpha as a 15-year 
(and counting) SigEp volunteer, and I won’t 
go that easily! I will remain on the AVC as 
the treasurer.

Thank you for your support of the 
undergraduate men. They work hard to make 
you proud and keep the Sigma Phi Epsilon 
name at Oklahoma State a strong one. 

Sincerely,
Kay Robinson
Alpha Chi Omega ’02
SigEp Chapter Counselor 2011-2015

Oklahoma Alpha won a membership development award at CLA this spring. 

The 2015 OK Alpha executive board.  Members visit with the women of Chi Omega.

Alexi Bolwerk
St. Louis, Mo.

Christian Davis 
Plano, Texas 

John Gregory 
The Woodlands, Texas

Alex Pfeifer
Owasso, Okla.

Will Radke
Keller, Texas 

Colton Saied
Broken Arrow, Okla. 

Quinnten Thompson 
Lake Mary, Fla.

Shane Wilde
Owasso, Okla. 

Welcome, Spring 2015 
New Members

Chapter President 
Brian Rosebrook ’17
(918) 728-5321
brian.q.rosebrook@okstate.edu 

Chaplain 
Dominic Eramo ’17

Vice President of Programming 
Connor Brown ’17

Vice President of Recruitment 
Jesse Fate ’17
(918) 260-4637
jfate@okstate.edu 

Vice President of Finance
Aaron Cromer ’16

Vice President of Membership 
Development
Levi Close ’17

Vice President of 
Communications 
Collin Green ’16
(918) 901-4877
collin.green@okstate.edu 

Chapter Officers
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Sigma Phi Epsilon
Oklahoma Alpha

P.O. Box 32002
Edmond, OK 73003-0034

Address Service Requested

Attention: This newsletter is intended for Oklahoma Alpha alumni and parents. 
If your son is still attending Oklahoma State University, he will receive a copy at the chapter house. 

If he is no longer in school, please send us his permanent address, to update our records.

Oklahoma Alpha Chapter

www.okstatesigep.com

Sigma Phi Epsilon

www.sigep.org

Donate Online
Oklahoma Alpha is now offering online giving. 

Visit our website, www.okstatesigep.org, to make 
your gift to the capital campaign today! 

Brothers at the 1996 formal pose with T-Bone. 

The 1995 formal was held at the 
Officer’s Club on Tinker Air Force Base, 
a venue T-Bone worked hard to secure.  

Look inside 
for a 

tribute to 
T-Bone 

McDonald ’48 
on page 3.

Ridge Howell ’18 was selected to 
be one of the Top Twenty Freshmen Men 

by the OSU Mortar Board.  

Members show their SigEp pride while rafting. 


