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YOU HAVE THE POWER TO

SPRING 2019

® Tax-deductible gifts start at $2,500.
® Room-naming opportunities are still
available:
e Two-man study rooms: $15,000
¢ Three- and four-man study rooms:
$30,000
* Money that has already been
pledged is credited toward these
opportunities. For instance, if
someone has already pledged
$10,000, they only need to donate
$5,000 more for naming rights to
a two-man room.
® Pledges need to be paid by November
2019.
= Visit http://bit.ly/OKalpha to make a
gift online.

INFLUENCE

DONATIONS NEEDED FOR $250,000 LoaAN DUE DECEMBER 2019

very day your actions convey dozens of messages—from the

message you send your child when you help with their homework to

the message you send your community each time you recycle, or the
message you send a stranger by holding open a door. Whether you realize
it or not, these messages define who you are and how you’re perceived.

At OSU, SigEp members are defined by their commitment to academic
excellence, leadership, and building men of strong character, as
evidenced by the chapter earning the third highest all-fraternity GPA
and the numerous brothers who serve in leadership position on
campus. These achievements send messages to us, as alumni, that the
undergraduates who make up OK Alpha today strive to uphold our
commitment to Virtue, Diligence, and Brotherly Love.

Have you considered what message you are sending these young men
when you volunteer to serve on the house corporation or advisory board,
attend an alumni event, or add your name to our campaign donor list?

We know that balancing careers, families, and other personal organizations
isn’t easy, but one of the best ways you can contribute to the OK Alpha

Chapter is by participating in our fundraising effort. Although construction
is complete, we had to take a bridge loan of $250,000 that is due this
December. If you have yet to make a gift, please consider using the
inserted pledge form to give now. If you are behind on payments toward
an existing pledge, make any payment amount as soon as you can. Every
dollar makes a difference.

What message will you send our undergraduate brothers? Just as
alumni exhibited their commitment last fall, I ask you to do the same this
spring. Join me and the other 174 campaign donors in showing OK Alpha
members that you still care by making a financial contribution.

Just as every undergraduate plays an active role in sharing the message
of where our chapter is going, each of our 1,225 alumni can demonstrate
the value we place in our history through contributing to OK Alpha today.

Fraternally,

Building Committee Chairman
(580) 380-6565

OKALPHA AVC AWARDED CHAPTER HOME OF THE YEAR! READ MORE ON PAGE 7.
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YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS MAKE A DIFFERENCE

e are truly thankful to the 174 dedicated alumni and friends who have committed $1,863,445 to the Pride in Our Past, Ensuring
Our Future: The Campaign for Oklahoma Alpha. These brothers recognize the importance of our campaign in securing the future
of Oklahoma Alpha. There is still time for you to join your brothers and make your contribution today. Commitments are needed
from all of our alumni in order to achieve our goal. If an error has been made in recording your gift, we sincerely apologize. Please notify our
campaign coordinator at (785) 843-1661.
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A Constant SigEp Shares from the Heart

Alfred “Al” Green °47 — Life Began at Oklahoma Alpha

Ifred “Al” Green ’47 was born in 1923, in Cordell, Oklahoma.
AI{-Iis life story is one of true love and deep friendships. Al’s

amily were dairy farmers, but Al had different ideas
for his future. He attended Oklahoma State University in
Stillwater, Oklahoma, known then as Oklahoma A&M,
and majored in animal husbandry, now known as animal
science. “I pledged the Oklahoma Alpha chapter of
SigEp because my friends and family were part of
the fraternity.” Familiar fraternity brother faces for Al
were the late Steve Synar ’44 and his younger brother,
the late Edmond Synar ’48.

One of Al’s best memories is traveling to Norman,
Oklahoma, to initiate the Beta Chapter of SigEp at the University

of Oklahoma. Following in his footsteps, two of Al’s grandsons were
members of the Beta Chapter at the University of Oklahoma, Mike
Hewitt 96 and Chris Hewitt ’99. Al and Mike recently attended a
re-dedication of the chapter house at Stillwater alma mater and he was
honored at the ceremony.

But by far the most important memory for Al was meeting his wife,
Anita Letts, a Chi Omega, who lived next door to him during college.
“We fell in love early and started our careers together.” Al recalls
the day he decided to buy Anita her engagement ring, “My younger
cousin and I always attended a rodeo after Thanksgiving in Elk City.
We weren’t by any means rodeo stars and mostly rode donkeys, but
that night we got talked into riding a brand-new bull for a nice sum

of money. All I had to do was ride the bull out of the gate and jump
off.” That night after the rodeo, Al came home with his winnings and
asked his mother’s permission to buy Anita’s engagement ring.

After Al and Anita graduated in 1947, they were wed that
fall on August 2. Al began his career as an agriculture
“': teacher in Dill City alongside Anita in the same school.
== A few years later they moved to Lawton, Oklahoma,
where he continued teaching and opened an FFA
chapter as well as a high school vocational agriculture
program. His vocational ag teams won many awards.
After five years of teaching in Lawton, Al shifted gears
and began his work in the feed additive industry, working
for Superior Feed Mills and American Cyanamid. Because he
was frequently away from his family with these jobs, he decided it
was time to establish permanent roots closer to home. “That’s when
I bought Muskogee Seed Company in Muskogee, Oklahoma. We
had five salesmen covering Arkansas and Oklahoma. Walmart was
the first company to sell our product.” He sold the company in 1982
with the intent to retire, but his love of community called him out of
retirement to manage the local United Way Campaign for the next
13 years.

Al shares that his life all started with SigEp. Meeting his wife and
creating lifelong relationships were the foundation of an everlasting
bond with Oklahoma Alpha. Al is thankful for all the memories and
times he shared with his brothers at Oklahoma Alpha.

Alumni Board to Host Tailgates for 2019

he OK Alpha Alumni Board has been working very hard to

revamp the programing and events for our alumni base to

provide the opportunity to stay connected throughout the
year. The alumni tailgates over the last three years have been an
integral part to this endeavor. The tailgates have become one of the
most anticipated events for alumni to gather and enjoy each other’s
company before the Cowboy’s home games. It has become a place
our alumni brothers can enjoy food, drinks, TV with the day’s games,
and plenty of seats to kick up their feet and fuel up to cheer on the
Cowboys. It has been the Alumni Board’s goal at every one of these
tailgates to foster an atmosphere that our alumni can feel proud of
and know their spouses, children, and friends are always welcome.
This year we will continue our tradition at two of the most anticipated
home games of the season:

Sept. 7 vs. McNeese State, Cowboy Football Home Opener
Oct. 19 vs. Baylor, America’s Greatest Homecoming

We will always be rocking two and half hours prior to kickoff directly
north of Edmon Low Library (see map). Come join us this year for
one or both games! We’d love to see you and your entire family for a
fun day celebrating SigEp and Cowboy football.

For more information, to RSVP, or to see how you or your company
can sponsor our events, reach out to Chas Schoolcraft ’14 at
(405) 313-5545 or via email at chasschoolcraft@icloud.com.



CHAPTER ETERNAL

Don Calnan ’49 entered Chapter Eternal in
April 2016. Don was former Washington County
commissioner and Army veteran.

George Hunt ’54 entered Chapter Eternal on
September 11, 2015.

David R. Dickey ’57 entered Chapter Eternal
on May 26, 2015. At OSU, David was president
and cadet commander of the Air Force ROTC.
David enlisted in the Air Force and served from
1957 to 1959. After his military service, David
returned to Oklahoma City and received his Juris
Doctorate from the University of Oklahoma in
1963. After a successful career, he retired and
returned to ranching, which was his family roots
and passion.

Ralph Terhune ’57 entered Chapter Eternal on
May 9, 2017.

Ted Roselius ’57 entered Chapter Eternal on
June 16, 2018. “Ted really enjoyed SigEp over
the years and your mailings as well,” his wife,
Linda, shared.

Jack Dickey "60 entered the Chapter Eternal on
August 25, 2015.

Ronnie Jett °69 entered Chapter Eternal in
December 2013.

ALUMNI NEWS

Bill Love ’49 just turned 90. He is still in good
health and is enjoying life in Galveston, Texas.
Email: billuv1928 @comcast.net

Jerry R. Tyson ’54 has retired from everything
except volunteering. He volunteers on the
joint city/county commission for the elderly,
advocating for seniors in San Antonio. He
is also a member of the Texas Silver Haired
Legislature, writing resolutions that are sent to
the Texas legislature concerning seniors. In his
spare time, he is a working artist; something
that he has wanted to do all of his life. Email:
jerry.r.tyson@gmail.com

Connell Miller ’56 sold his practice, Natchez
Vet Clinic, in July of 1982. Since then, he has
lived on his family farm for 20 years. His town,
Natchez, is one year older than St. Louis and
New Orleans. There are more pre-civil war
homes in Natchez than any other town in the
mid-South. He invites everyone to come and
visit and he would be happy to give you a tour!
Just call (601) 446-9979.

Jim Blazer Jr. ’67 and his wife Kathi are
enjoying retirement. Kathi also went to OSU
where she was a Kappa Delta. She has two
master’s degrees from OSU. The two enjoy
spending their time with family and friends.
Email: jnb426@aol.com

Dr. Robert Breedlove ’69 has been an active
member of the OU Medical School admissions
committee for 21 years. He is still enjoying
his career in health care at the Stillwater
Skin and Cancer Medical Clinic, Inc. If any
undergraduates are interested in a career in
healthcare, he would happy to connect! Email:
dermrefmd@aol.com

Brent Suchy ’98 has 17 years of experience in
the investment and financial industry. In 2017,
he joined Raymond James and Associates on
the Suchy Team of Raymond James. In addition,
he and his family moved into a new house in
Tulsa. He enjoys spending his time with his
wife, Jenny, and their four children, Caleb,
Paton, Presley, and Clay. Email: brentsuchy @
yahoo.com

Cost of Education Continues to Climb

t’s no secret that the cost of college continues to increase. Hundreds of headlines each year display the increased dollars students are
facing. So what does that look like across the nation?

According to fall 2016 enrollment data from College Board, the average tuition and fees at an in-state public college are $9,716 for the 2018-
19 year, $21,629 for an out-of-state student, and to $35,676 for a private university.

The Oklahoma State University website outlines tuition and fees for full-time students living on/off campus in 2018-19 as $11,610. This is
just the cost of tuition and enrollment fees each semester. Housing, books, transportation, and general cost of living expenses add another
approximately $15,190 in expenses per student. Out-of-State students have an additional $15,520 annually in expenses.

As education costs remain on the rise, alumni support of OK Alpha becomes extremely vital. Scholarship resources and competitive housing
costs make a huge difference for our undergraduate brothers. Reach out to our AVC to see how you can get involved in aiding the chapter.




Parent’s Club Supports
the Oklahoma Alpha Men

Throughout the Year

klahoma Alpha has had a long-standing tradition of
O a strong Parent’s Club. With the opening of the new

chapter house, this group of loyal volunteers continues to
find ways to make the chapter house a better living experience for
the men. In the fall of 2018, the Parent’s Club provided funds for
two additional washer/dryer sets to complement the four provided
by the AVC.

Recently, the Parent’s Club purchased tables for our two study
rooms. Now, instead of just studying in the one big room in the
chapter house, or in their rooms, the men can study in groups in
two locations dedicated solely to studying. With the fall 2018 GPA
for the house standing at 3.37, these added features helped make
a difference.

The Parent’s Club also contributes by providing funds to send more
men to training sessions at Carlson Leadership Academy, as well as
Conclave. The group is aware of a central need of college men: food.
The Parent’s Club finds numerous opportunities to keep the men fed
by providing meals for all-night pomp at Homecoming, finals week,
Freshman Follies one night before the show, and Varsity Revue one
night before show.

To help make the chapter house more like a home, these parents
purchased decorations and decked out the living room with
Christmas decorations. Finally, the Parent’s Club, along with
Mom Valarie, actively maintain a Facebook presence to highlight
the chapter activities and any honors they may receive. Thank you,
parents! You are making a difference!

Find the Parent’s Club
on Facebook by searching:

Undergraduates have more spaces to study in
the chapter house thanks the Parent’s Club.

Oklahoma Alpha enjoyed hosting OSU head basketball coach Mike Boynton for
his radio show. We are excited to see what the future holds for OSU basketball!
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Oklahoma Alpha brings home Chapter of the Year award. Top row, from left: Ethan Renner '22,
Eric Plourde ’21, Dillon Giles 21, Cameron Long 20, Aaron Cromer ’16, Todd Donavan 86,
and Kase White ’20. Bottom row: Cameron Kahoe ’22, JB Potts '21, Blake Giles ’19,
Dylan Harden 20, Logan Taber ’22, Kramer Pascal ’22, and Kase Anderson '22.

Oklahoma Alpha’s Noteworthy Seniors

he 2018 fall semester was very successful

for the men of Oklahoma Alpha. We

started the year off with Homecoming
festivities with the women of Alpha Chi Omega,
and we were awarded Most Spirited. We also
competed in Freshman Follies with the women
of Zeta Tau Alpha, where our very own Josh
Galdamez 16 was awarded best male director.
Thanks to our focus on our academic mentor
program, our chapter placed third out of 22
fraternities with an overall GPA of 3.37.

A group of 84 brothers and their dates traveled to
Nashville, Tenn., for Goldernheart last semester.
Our brothers enjoyed many activities, including
visiting the Ryman Auditorium, Grand Ole
Opry, attending a Nashville Predators game,

visiting the Parthenon, and touring the Country
Music Hall of Fame and Vanderbilt University.

Congratulations to our four brothers who were
selected for Senior of Significance: Blake
Giles ’19, Vishnu Patel ’19, Cardin Hart
’19, and Carson Taber ’19. We have four
Greek award finalists in their respective classes:
Ethan Renner ’22, Brent Cunningham °’20,
Cardin, and Vishnu. We also had brothers
selected to prestigious leadership positions on
campus for the upcoming year. Jake Wycoff
’20 was selected to be on the 2019 Homecoming
executive team and Zach Youngblood *20 will
serve as the 2019 Freshman Follies Executive.

We continue to enjoy the new chapter house
and look forward to all the potential that it has
to aid us as we strive for excellence in every
area. We will be giving it our all this semester
in academics, philanthropy, campus events, and
intramurals. We hope to continue to make our
alumni brothers proud.

Fraternally,

Dylan Harden ’20

Chapter President

(580) 618-3196 | dylan.harden@okstate.edu

It

2019 executive undergraduate leadership:
Kase Anderson ’18, Eric Plourde 21, Kase
White *20, Dylan Harden 20, Cameron
Long 20, JB Potts '21, and Dillon Giles ’21.

A

L

2019 EXECUTIVE
COUNCIL

President
Dylan Harden 20 | Sulphur, Okla.
(580) 618-3196 | dylan.harden@okstate.edu

Vice President of Programming
Kase White 20 | Longview, Texas

Vice President of Finance
Cameron Long ’20 | Edmond, Okla.

Vice President of Recruitment
Eric Plourde 21 | Edmond, Okla.

Vice President of Membership Development
JB Potts '21 | Rockwell, Texas

Vice President of Communications
Kase Anderson ’22 | Ponca City, Okla.

Chaplain
Dillon Giles 21 | Edmond, Okla.
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OKLAHOMA ALPHA CONTINUES
ITS WINNING WAYS!

Chapter Wins Varsity Revue and Chapter Home of the Year

attended the Carlson Leadership Academy

in Dallas, Texas. Carlson is a weekend
training session for new elected officers and
an opportunity for the national fraternity to
recognize outstanding men and chapters with
awards. Oklahoma Alpha walked away with
six awards, more than any other chapter in
the region. Our two advisors, Todd Donavan
’86, AVC president, and Aaron Cromer ’16,
chapter counselor, also attended to help facilitate
training. In all the other regions, no chapter
came close to winning six awards.

In February, 12 men and two advisors

The first award, Chapter Home of the Year, is
attributed to our great alumni who worked on
and donated to building the new chapter house.
As alumni, you can be proud of the new facility
the young men are now living in. The AVC
won a second award for Operational Excellence
for reinvigorating our AVC and creating

new opportunities to engage members. The
chapter won an Excelsior Award for Volunteer
Engagement due to a substantial increase in
the number of chapter volunteers. If anyone is
interested in joining our group, Aaron Cromer
’16 is working on a mentor board who will
advise various officers monthly.

Our new chapter president Dylan Harden ’20,
received the high honor of the Frank J. Ruck
Leadership Award. Dylan won this award for
outstanding chapter leadership, high academic
performance, and campus level leadership.
Blake Giles ’19, our chapter president for the
fall 2017 and spring 2018 semester, won the
Zollinger Outstanding Senior Award. This is the
fourth time our chapter has won this award, and
apparently it wasn’t even a close contest. When
visiting with our District Governor who selects
the winner, he told Todd and Aaron that, “Once
I looked at Blake’s application, I didn’t need to

look any further.” Finally, the chapter won the
Donald C. McCleary Excellence in Membership
Development Award. This award is given to
the chapter with the overall best membership
development program. Congratulations, men, on
a job well done!

On a campus level.. WE WON VARSITY
REVUE!

Varsity Revue was held the week of February
18 and SigEp competed with Chi Omega. On
Saturday, February 23, a team of SigEps and Chi
Os enjoyed a clean sweep of the awards. The group
won best vocals, best choreography, best male
vocalist (Cardin Hart ’19), best female lead, and
most importantly, first place! In the last four years,
SigEp has taken first place at Varsity Revue in
2019, Spring Sing in 2017, and Freshman Follies
in 2015. We can be proud our men are recognized
as a strong competitor in all the shows!

Oklahoma Alpha undergraduates win Varsity Revue alongside Chi Omega.
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Alumni Website:

Sigma Phi Epsilon
Oklahoma Alpha

P.O. Box 32002
Undergraduate Website: Edmond, OK 73003-0034

Address Service Requested

Twitter:

Instagram:

Alumni Facebook:

Parent’s Club Facebook:

Online Giving:

2019 T. Bone McDonald Golf Classic
Saturday, May 18, in OKC

Winners of the tournament: Jake Floresca '15 and

Stuart McCuan ’91, Brooke Matt Brauer ’14
Collier *96, Lance Miller
'95, and Chris Evans ’97.

Brian Bollenbach ’95,

Brooke Collier 96, Aaron

Owen '97, Stuart McCuan
= E 91, Lance Miller 95, Travis

Cory Riddle 12, Josh Levi Close '17, John Bryce Herlihy 19, Reily Chas Schoolcraft *14, Kendell Hammer ’96, Chris Evans

Newton ’11, Jared Sulak 11, Dimond 17, and Cross ’19, Brooks Robison Riddings ’14, Zach Cray 14, '97, and Mark Jones, step-

and Brad Ward ’11 Alex Pfieffer ’16. ’19, and Brett Robison ’91. and Jake Meyers ’14. father of Justin Houts "96.
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