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STRIVING FOR ANOTHER CUP

Sigma Phi Epsilon Heads to San Antonio for Conclave 2023

nce again, Oklahoma Alpha submitted a

Buchanan Cup application ahead of the
brothers' trip to Conclave 2023. We can all be
proud that Oklahoma Alpha is a strong chapter;
we have a good chance of taking home our
seventh Buchanan Cup in the last eight Conclaves
(and our fourth in a row).

Every two years at Conclave, Sigma Phi Epsilon
recognizes our highest-performing chapters
with the Buchanan Outstanding Chapter Award.
Named in honor of past Grand President Edwin
Buchanan, Ohio State 1911, the Buchanan Cup
represents superior and sustained achievement
in our fraternity. The "Buc Cup” recognizes the
best of the best Sigma Phi Epsilon chapters.

Chapters are measured in relation to the
accomplishments of their peers on campus across
the country. Only the chapters that excel in every
area of operations and further the Grand Chapter's
strategic plan qualify for this high honor. An
engraved silver bowl is presented to Buchanan
Cup winners at the Grand Chapter Conclave.

You can see our past Buchanan Cups displayed
in our trophy case as you enter the chapter.
Buchanan Cups will be awarded at this year's
Grand Chapter Conclave in San Antonio, Texas,
August 2-6.

Fraternally,

D. Todd Donavan '86

AVC President
todd.donavan@business.colostate.edu
(970) 430-9700

Deeper Discipleship

Erik Williams 20 on Maturity, Relationships, and Giving Back

hy did you join Sigma Phi Epsilon?

For Erik Williams ‘20, the draw
came from the chapter's character. "From
the very first dinner | ate with the guys,
I could tell they were part of a fraternity
for the right reasons: to be a part of
something bigger than themselves, to
develop as leaders, to excel inside and
outside of the classroom, to grow in their
faith, and to bond as a brotherhood.”

He found the Oklahoma Alpha house to
be a welcoming place, full of young men
of varying interests and personalities.

“| loved that the brothers never fit a
stereotype. Some excelled in leadership
on campus, in intramurals, at their
churches, in their specific majors, in musical shows, etc.” Despite the
differences, Erik found the house still functioned as a team. "We were
and are united in being the best versions of ourselves. We didn't just
talk the talk but walked the walk.”

The meaningful connections he formed with brothers allowed Erik
to strengthen his faith and develop as a spiritual leader. "From our

first fireside chat as freshmen, we grew together quickly and deeply.

Many of us hosted Bible studies and worship nights and served at
Christian summer camps and with our local college ministries.”

“I am confident in
saying that | am
a better friend, a
better servant, a
better leader, a
better husband,
and a better
disciple because of
my time in SigEp.
For that, | am
forever grateful.”

Erik was elected to serve as guide on the
standards board during his junior year
and then as chaplain during senior year.
He graduated with a bachelor's degree
in marketing and both international
business and Spanish minors.

Erik's passion for people led him

to a career as a civil servant. "l am
blessed to be the manager of business
retention and expansion with the Greater
Oklahoma City Chamber of Commerce,”
he shares. "l engage with major
employers here in OKC and support them
in their operations, workforce, growth,
and expansions while also helping
remove barriers to growth.”

99

SigEp played a critical part in Erik securing this position. "When the

role opened, | reached out to a brother whose mother worked there.

| was able to talk to her about the role more in-depth, and she put in
a good word for me. | have now been here for almost three years and
have loved every second!”

Erik began his alumni volunteer journey serving as an alumni mentor
for the chaplain and standards board. "l was then approached about
being the chapter counselor, which | gladly accepted. | look forward

to supporting the chapter and helping them excel however | can.”

(Continued on page 2)
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ALUMNI UPDATE

Chapter Eternal
James R. Wilkinson 48 — January 15, 2021

Alumni News

J. Tom Winslow '58 had a stroke in March but is making great
progress; he still won the putting contest at his retirement center!
Tom lives in Tulsa, Okla. Email: twinslow@yahoo.com

James Pulliam "19 recently purchased a new home in Tulsa! When
James isn't working, he enjoys OSU football games and helping
Oklahoma Alpha with move in and move out. Email: jkpulliam26@
gmail.com

What are your favorite memories from living at the
Oklahoma Alpha Chapter house and/or spending

time with SigEp brothers at 0SU?

“Singing competition; house dances; friendships; Golden Heart
Formal." —J. Bill Love Jr. '49

“"Manners—to be a brother.” —Paul Seeley '51

“"Working as kitchen boy; our cook.” —Jack P. Watson '54

“"Won the all-sports trophy three years in a row.” —Don Martin '58
“Great parties; poker games; brotherhood; becoming a man;
accepting responsibility.” —J. Tom Winslow '58

“"House cleaning as a pledge on Saturday nights; playing bridge in
the card room. —G. Tim Armstrong '64

“"Bowry Ball and other parties; working with pledge brothers; working
as head kitchen boy; fraternity intramurals.” —Terry L. Stewart '71
“Living in the first, second, or third annex as well as the basement of
the main house.” -Tim H. Cleverdon '74

“Chapter meetings; rush of new pledges; participation with
sororities.” —Dee E. Renshaw 74

“The dinners together; sporting events; friendships made at the
house; the feeling of camaraderie.” —Al Croci 81

“Helping restart the chapter; being asked to join as a graduate
student.” —Adam D. Cantley '08

“Growing with those around me; teaching the younger classes;
learning how to be a young man.” —James Pulliam "19

What keeps you connected to

Sigma Phi Epsilon as an alumnus?

“News of the fraternity.” —J. Bill Love Jr. '49

“| still have brothers that | remember and probably can still
remember me. | am only 93—my wife of over 70 years (Jackie, AXO)
still cares for me, and | for her. | gave Jackie my SigEp pin in late
1950, and we married in 1951! —Paul Seeley '51

“This mailing.” —Bill D. Williams '56

“Alpha Artery." —Don Martin '58

“Newsletters.” —J. Tom Winslow '58

“My interest in the continued success of the fraternity.”

—G. Tim Armstrong '64

“"Memories; SigEp is where | learned about life/relationships and
basically where | became an adult.” —Terry L. Stewart '71
“Relationships with classmates; SigEp newsletters."”

—Dee E. Renshaw '74

“Newsletter, Facebook, and Instagram, visits and texts with
brothers.” —Al Croci '81

“My work with higher education.” —Adam D. Cantley '08

“T. Bone and golf scramble.” -Ty L. Ketchum "13

CONGRATULATIONS,

GRADUATING
SENIORS!

Jacob Alexander

Trey Faulkner

Kyle Peterson

Harrison Atwood Syler Gabel Jake Rice
Conner Burns Jackson Hall Collin Shortt
Dax Butler Ethan Hartig Hayden Spillars
Mark Christy Kaden Hern Ryan Standingwater
Parker Clarida Ben Jones Jeff Stockel
Mitchell Clayton Peter Kierl Cooper Thomas
Chance Criss Jake Lester Noah Waxler
Chris Dyer Justin Lico Reese Webb
Derek Eckenfels Jesse Myers Jace Wekenborg
Brayden Edwards Tyler Perez Dylan Youngblood

Deeper Discipleship

(Continued from page 1)

One of his priorities as an acclaimed “people person” is staying in
touch with his closest friends from Sigma Epsilon. "Whether we're
spending a couple days in each other's cities, meeting up at OSU
football games, or attending the alumni golf tournament, we often
make time to see each other.”

After graduating in 2018, Erik proposed to his college sweetheart.

“"We have now been married for three-and-a-half years.” Erik and his

wife, Ashley, live in Oklahoma City and just bought their first house.

Erik played a lot of sports while growing up on St. Croix in the U.S.
Virgin Islands, but he was particularly interested in triathlons. "It was
always on my bucket list to do an Ironman at least once in my life,
so | am currently training for an event this November in Florida. Wish

me luck!"

If you'd like to hear more about Erik's [ronman training regime or his
experience as an alumni volunteer, send him an email at
ewilliams@okcchamber.com.



nections on Campus

Brothers Celebrate a Fulfilling Year
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“Disaster at the Derby” wins first place in Varsity Revue! With our Kappa
Alpha Theta partners, we brought home Best Vocals, Best Choreography,
Best Theme, Best Costumes, and Most Philanthropic.

he 2022-23 school year has been a great one for Oklahoma Alpha.
We started the fall semester by welcoming 45 new members to the
chapter, followed quickly by preparations for Freshman Follies and
Homecoming. For Follies, we were paired with the women of Gamma
Phi Beta, and for Homecoming, we were paired with the women
of Zeta Tau Alpha. Everyone had a great time working hard and
furthering our relations with these chapters in the first semester.

Throughout the fall, brothers participated in many clubs around
campus such as Junior Greek Leadership, Investment Banking Club,
Marketing Club, Greek 100, and Flying Aggies. After finals in the fall,
which secured our chapter GPA of 3.4, the brothers had a great time
at our annual Golden Heart formal in New Orleans.

In the spring, we hopped straight into Varsity Revue, partnering

with Kappa Alpha Theta and taking first place! Shortly after, our

guys played in the Kappa Delta Shamrock Philanthropy Basketball
Tournament and won first place again over all fraternities on campus.

Welcome,
Spring New Members

Jake Broom '26 | Coppell, Texas
Braeden Larson '26 | Dallas, Texas

SigEp wins Kappa Delta’s annual Shamrock
Basketball tournament! In early March, the chapter
helped raise nearly $30,000 for Wings of Hope and PCAA.

After spring break, Oklahoma Alpha got busy for Safari Week. We had
a car wash on Monday, a sorority volleyball tournament on Tuesday
and Wednesday, a concert on the strip on Thursday, then our formal
in Tulsa on Friday. Throughout the week, we enjoyed spending time
with one another and raising thousands of dollars for Big Brothers Big
Sisters. Shortly after Safari Week, we confirmed our partnership with
Pi Beta Phi for Homecoming 2023; we look forward to working with
them in the fall!

As we head into summer, it is my honor to share these achievements
and updates with you, our dedicated alumni. See you at Homecoming!

Fraternally,

Holden Cobb '24
Chapter President
osusigep@gmail.com
(918) 497-9551

WHY WE JOINED

Hear from a Few of Our Fall 2022 Initiates

‘| felt like SigEp had amazing connections that would
follow me through my life and career.” —Blake Brenek '26

“SigEp introduced me to guys who could be friends for
life, along with a great way to network and make connec-
tions for the future.” —Justin Pittman ‘26

"I knew the connections, benefits, and brotherhood of
SigEp would last a lifetime.” —Max Richie '26



2023
Oklahoma
Alpha Golf

This year's golf tournament will be held at
the newly renovated Kicking Bird Golf Club in
Edmond, Oklahoma, on August 4, at 1:00 p.m.

The club will reopen in June after a $20 million

dollar renovation to the clubhouse and course.

You are welcome to bring your friends and family

members to play. Proceeds benefit The T-Bone
McDonald Scholarship. You can search for the

event at "Eventbrite” online or contact Levi Close

at (405) 558-1755 or leviclose94@gmail.com.

See Ya in
San Antonio!

Registration is open!

sigep.org/the-sigep-experience/events/
grand-chapter-conclave/

very two years, Sigma Phi Epsilon hosts

the largest gathering of its members
across the nation: the Grand Chapter
Conclave. Join SigEp in the Lone Star State
this August to celebrate the 58th Grand
Chapter Conclave.

This year's ultimate SigEp experience will
take place August 2-6 at the Grand Hyatt

San Antonio River Walk. More than 1,000
brothers, alumni, and friends will come
together to celebrate the achievements of the
past biennium and inspire continued success
for the future of the fraternity. Attendees
participate in personal and professional
development activities and honor those who
have helped to make the fraternity great by
bestowing its most important undergraduate
and alumni awards.
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Learning New SKkills and Tools for
Success at Carlson Leadership Academy!

his February, seven Oklahoma Alpha
chapter officers and AVC volunteers
Aaron Cromer 16 and Todd Donavan

program, held in multiple cities across

the country, gives new officers a boost

of personal leadership development. It

'86 traveled to Oklahoma City to attend focuses on teaching the skills to help them
Carlson Leadership Academy. For the first inspire brothers, manage a committee,
time in program history, all eight executive  and follow through on their goals. Officers
officers were given the opportunity to build a supportive cohort of brothers in
attend Carlson Leadership Academy with their roles to network with throughout the
a specialized track for their position. This year.

Recruitment Referrals Wanted

A successful recruitment takes lots of time and resources, and one of the best resources
we have is you! If you know any potential new members at (or soon attending) OSU, we'd
love to connect. Please contact VP of Recruitment Max McCollough '25 at
okalphavprecruitment@gmail.com or (918) 809-8672 with the following information:

Name of referral, hometown, phone number, GPA, involvement/hobbies, and
legacy info (if applicable).



